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	Organization Name / Department 
	Institute of Architecture and Urbanism
Universidad Nacional de San Martín 

(Buenos Aires, Argentina)
	Organization Short Name

	IA UNSAM

	Organization Type
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 University
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Public Research Centre

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Large Scale Enterprise

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small and Medium Scale Enterprise
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public Body
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International NGO

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National NGO

	Research Fields
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Chemistry CHE

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Social and Human Sciences SOC
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Economic Sciences ECO

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Information Science and Engineering ENG

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Environment and Geosciences ENV
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Life Sciences LIF

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Mathematics MAT

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Physics PHY
	Sub-Fields / Keywords:
Environmental History
Territorial and Urban history

GIS mapping

Architectural History
Waste disposal management

Construction technologies

Architectural conservation



	Short Description 

of the Organization / Department
	The University of San Martín is a leading university that welcomes international collaboration in order to promote research and innovation projects. Strategically located in the metropolitan area of Buenos Aires, the University Campus offers an exclusive environment which includes laboratories with the latest equipment for research in technological development. The University’s infrastructure and facilities, partnership policies and highly-qualified faculty and staff all enable the consolidation of the productive capacity in its scope of influence, and the transfer of knowledge. 
The IA (Instituto de Arquitectura y Urbanismo) is a new School of Architecture and Urbanism at the Universidad Nacional de San Martin (UNSAM), a highly competitive and research oriented university located in the Buenos Aires metropolitan area.
Since 2014, the research area within the UNSAM School of Architecure and Urbanism has worked to create new oportunities for its team of researchers. With that in mind, two different platforms have been created so as to foster research projects and apply to funding from national and international institutions.

The first one is called “Ríos urbanos: hábitat, medioambiente e infraestructura en la cartografía problemática de la cuenca del río Reconquista” a common platform related with the social, enviromental and infrastructural problems of the Reconquista river basin, the second largest fluvial basin within Buenos Aires metropolitan region. http://www.unsam.edu.ar/institutos/UA/investigacion.asp
The second one is called “Inter-escalaridad y Patrimonio: Territorio, Ciudad y Arquitectura”, and attempts to appraoch the study of architectural heritage from a perspective that includes different scales (territorial, urban, objectual). 

The school has almost 60 teachers and a total of eight researchers: six working in subjects connected with the first platform, and two connected with the second one. When projects get funding researchers in charge of them form a team comprising other researchers and research fellows. This is currently happening with the two projects that have received funding by CONICET and ANPCYT.

	Previous Related Projects / Research Experience
	The following are the ongoing research projects funded by CONICET and ANPCYT at the UNSAM School of Architecture and Urbanism: 
· “ATLAS AMBIENTAL DE RESIDUOS SÓLIDOS INDUSTRIALES PARA SU RECICLAJE Y/O RE UTILIZACIÓN EN LA INDUSTRIA DE LA CONSTRUCCIÓN EN EL PARTIDO DE GRAL. SAN MARTÍN”.  (Environmental Atlas of Solid Industrial Waste oriented to the recycling withind the construction industry in the San Martín District, Buenos Aires Metropolitan Region) (PIO-CONICET Project, directed by Dr. José Dadón)

· HISTORIA Y PATRIMONIO DE LA ARGENTINA MODERNA. INMIGRACIÓN, TRANSFERENCIA Y READAPTACIÓN DE SABERES EN LAS DIMENSIONES SIMBÓLICAS Y MATERIALES DE LOS TEATROS DEL LITORAL RIOPLATENSE Y SU CONSERVACIÓN”. (History and Heritage in Modern Argentin: transfer and readjustment of knowledges (both in the physical and symbolic dimensions) related with the Theatres of the river Plate area and their conservation). (PICT-ANPCYT Project, directed by Dr. Fernando Devoto). The team of this project also includes researchers from TAREA IIPC, another department specialized in the preservation of the cultural and artistic legacy. http://www.unsam.edu.ar/institutos/tarea/


	Short Description of the Project idea 

(if foreseeable)
	PLATFORM 1: “Ríos urbanos: hábitat, medioambiente e infraestructura en la cartografía problemática de la cuenca del río Reconquista”  (Key words: Environmental History, Territorial and Urban history, GIS mapping, Waste disposal management, Construction technologies)
As other Argentine cities, Buenos Aires urban expansion took for granted the general flatness of the pampas, thus conceiving the territory as some sort of blank page. This assumption explains an expansion based on both the universality of the grid iron pattern and a lack of recognition of topographic variations. This is how a geography formed by the watersheds of rivers and streams was historically overlooked, causing the frequent flooding of urbanized land located in the lower areas of the basin. Environmental and social problems in suburban Buenos Aires are closely related with this lack of recognition of the river basins’ inner variations: shanty towns, dumps and landfills are typically located in the basins’ lower areas. The present project deals with the basin of the Reconquista river, an area that concentrates more than three million people of a population of 14 million living in the Buenos Aires metropolitan area. Since the territory of the basin is currently divided in eighteen different districts, the project aims at constructing a common problematic agenda for the basin, articulating social, environmental and infrastructural issues. Within the basin, the area in focus is that of the lower lands adjacent to the river, which has experienced a drastic transformation during the last three decades. Within this project, an array of approaches problematize disparate but interconnected issues related with the Reconquista Basin, namely:

· Atlas of industrial solid waste in the San Martín District: Re-cylcing projects and management models for innovative products in the local construction sector (co-ordinated by Architect Roberto Busnelli)
· Green infrastructure: the landscape of the Reconquista River (co-ordinated by Architect Diego Garay)
·  “The urbanism of social organizations: architecture as an object of concensus in complex urban ecologies of the Reconquista River Basin (co-ordinated by Architect Ariel Jacubovich)

· Infrastructure and Landscape: a historical approach to the valley of the Reconquista river (co-ordinated by  Dr. Fernando Williams)

· “GIS Atlas of the Reconquista River Basin (co-ordinated by Dr. Alejandra Potocko)

PLATFORM 2: “Inter-escalaridad y Patrimonio: Territorio, Ciudad y Arquitectura” ”  (Key words Architectural History, Architectural Conservation, Territorial and Urban History)

The main objective is to apply an integrated approach to the requirements of conservation - both in its technical, historical and artistic aspects- so as to define a contemporary project strategy, one with the capacity of providing continuity to the architectural heritage and also a projection into the future, based on the recognition that each intervention is part of a process that encompasses a broader temporal dimension.

The exploration of the interrelationships between the three scales, Territory, Architecture and Materiality has not been sufficiently explored in the specific field of Architectural Heritage. The Territorial and Urban Scales include the relationship between historical events and territorial contexts as well as the relationship between the topography and the location of a given urban structure, with its fabric, morphology and architectural typologies. This includes also the natural environment, the cultural context and infrastructure. The Architectural Scale implies the recognition of the correspondence between a resistant structure, the constructive systems, a certain spatial organization and the architectural program of each building. The Materiality Scale covers a wide range of aspects, from the constructive detail, its associated materials and its characteristic pathologies, to the identification of materials, systems and construction techniques. To consider them within a projective framework that highlights the relationships between them constitutes an original contribution to the contemporary interpretation of architectural heritage.
The proposed approach is being put into practice in a project (the second listed in the “research experience” box) that deals with a series of theater buildings built during the second half of the 19th century in a region of Argentina defined by the presence of large rivers and other water bodies The Paraná river was used at that time as the main transport route which allowed the theatre companies to move from one town to the other. Apart from studying the specificity of this fluvial connections, the project seeks to ponder the historical importance of each theatre in its own urban context and also diagnose the current state of every building and suggest strategies for the preservation of every one of them.


	Related Call 
	Any MCSA call related to RISE, IF and ITN actions.


	Contact Person
	PhD Fernando Williams

	Position in the Organization
	(Coordinator of the Research Area) Research Coordinator, UNSAM School of Architecture and Urbanism

	Tel
	+54 11 15 65966737

	Email
	 ferwil3@yahoo.com.ar


