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Pesticide Poisoning of Cotton Growers in India

A season-long assessment of acute pesticide poisoning among farmers was conducted in
three villages in India. Fifty female cotton growers reported the adverse effects experienced
after exposures to pesticides by themselves and by their male relatives (n = 47). The study
documented the serious consequences of pesticide use for the health of farmers, particularly
women field helpers. Typically female tasks such as mixing concentrated chemicals and
refilling spraying tanks were as hazardous as direct pesticide application. Of 323 reported
events, 83.6% were associated with signs and symptoms of mild to severe poisoning, and
10% of the pesticide application sessions were associated with three or more
neurotoxic/systemic signs and symptoms typical of poisoning by organophosphates, which
were used in 47% of the applications. Although in 6% of the spray sessions the workers’
neurotoxic effects were extremely serious, none sought medical care. Low-income marginal
farmers were more often subjected to severe poisoning than were landlords.
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- FOREWORD

- A NEW DIRECTIVE ON NOISE / José Biosca de Sagastuy
Member States have until 15 February 2006 to bring into force the laws, regulations,
and administrative provisions necessary to comply with Directive 2003/10/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 6 February 2003 on the minimum health
and safety requirements regarding the exposure of workers to the risks arising from
physical agents (noise).

- HSE PROGRAMMING TO CUT NOISE AT WORK IN THE UNITED KINGDOM / Androulla
Michael

- THE NEW ITALIAN GOOD PRACTICE MANUAL FOR NOISE CONTROL IN THE WORKPLACE
/ Pietro Nataletti
A good practice manual is being published in 2005 on the control and reduction of
noise in the workplace.

- A STEPWISE APPROACH TO NOISE AT WORK / Tim Tregenza
Protecting workers from harm arising from noise at work can be approached step
by step, this article argues.

- ACOUSTICS IN INDOOR WORKPLACES / Ahmed Gaafar
This article describes how the examination of the acoustics of a workplace can lead
to a real reduction in the exposure of workers to loud noise.

- ACOUSTIC MEASURES IN SHELTERED WORKSHOPS / Eberhard Christ
When examining protection measures for workers, it is necessary to take into
account any special requirements for particular groups of workers. Workers with
disabilities are one such group.

- EFFECTS OF NOISE ON CLASSICAL MUSICIANS / Esko Toppila, Heli Laitinen and limari
Pyykko
This article looks at some of the issues relating to the exposure of musicians to noise.

- NOISE IN CHILDREN’S DAYCARE CENTRES / Palle Voss
Noise in educational facilities can affect both teachers and pupils.

- NOISE REDUCTION IN OFFICES / Patrick Kurtz
Measures are described that can reduce the impact of noise on workers in offices.

- SPEECH INTELLIGIBILITY IN NOISE WHEN HEARING PROTECTORS ARE USED / Ewa
Kotabi'nska and Emil Kozlowski
This article describes a project to work out the method of predicting speech
intelligibility while wearing hearing protectors. The results of the prediction based on
the speech interference level (SIL) method are presented and compared with the
results of laboratory subjective tests.
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Tablén: Campafa de la Unién Europea contra el ruido. El Gobierno, el Consejo General
del Poder Judicial y el Principado de Asturias acuerdan investigar con agilidad los
accidentes de trabajo. Novedades legislativas. El IV Foro ISTAS de Salud Laboral se
celebrara en noviembre de 2005.
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CONDICIONES DE TRABAJO

- Mas muertes en espacios confinados / Alfonso Calera. Un nuevo accidente en el
astilero Navantia de Ferrol con cuatro muertos plantea otra vez los peligros
existentes en espacios confinados.

- Enfermos por amianto, despedidos por la empresa. Compaifia egipcia de
fiborocemento, creada por Uralita, se ensafia con unos trabajadores que luchan por
defender su salud.

OPINION. Estrategia espafiola en salud y seguridad / Javier Torres. Reflexiones sobre la

propuesta del Gobierno Zapatero de impulsar un Plan Estratégico contra la

siniestralidad.

DOSSIER: ACCIDENTES DE TRAFICO RELACIONADOS CON EL TRABAJO / Fernando

Rodrigo
"La mayoria de accidentes laborales de trafico se podrian evitar'. Una entrevista a
Luis Montoro, Director del Instituto Universitario de Trafico y Seguridad Vial de la
Universidad de Valencia (INTRAS).

- Precariedad in itinere / Maria Lépez Jacob. Sindicalistas de CC.OO. apoyan
acciones en favor de la salud laboral en empresas transnacionales espafolas
instaladas en Pera.

- Racionalizar el transporte al trabajo / Carlos Martinez. Planes de movilidad
alternativos al vehiculo individual para ir y volver del trabajo.

- Pautas Internacionales para la prevencion de los accidentes laborales de trafico.
Datos y propuestas de un informe de la OMS. Recomendaciones del Instituto
Norteamericano NIOSH.

ACCION SINDICAL

- Atencidon a los vehiculos que cargan vehiculos /José Luis Camazdén. Mejoras
preventivas en Alditra (Palencia), empresa que se ocupa de cargar en trenes los
automoviles fabricados por Fasa-Renault.

- Excelencia empresarial y salud laboral. Delegados de dos firmas incluidas en la lista
de las "mejores empresas europeas’, Danone y Dow Chemical, describen como
esta la prevencion en ellas.

DEBATE. Envejecer en el trabajo: un nuevo reto para la prevencion / Pere Boix. El

envejecimiento de la poblacién ocupada plantea problemas nuevos en salud y

seguridad.
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