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 Reduce Fatigue-Related Accidents 
 Improve Rail Transit Safety Oversight 
 Promote Availability of Collision Avoidance 

Technologies in Highway Vehicles 
 Strengthen Occupant Protection 
 Disconnect From Deadly Distractions 
 Prevent Loss of Control In Flight In General 

Aviation 
 Promote the Completion of Rail Safety 

Initiatives 
 End Substance Impairment in Transportation 
 Require Medical Fitness for Duty 
 Expand use of Recorders to Enhance 

Transportation Safety 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more than 25 years, the NTSB has issued its Most Wanted List of critical transportation safety improvements. In 1990, we created the Most Wanted List to draw attention to the 10 most critical safety improvements needed to reduce transportation accidents and save lives. Every year, we evaluate what we have learned in crash investigations and issue a new Most Wanted list.Every year, industry, government, safety advocates, and members of the public do their part to make transportation a little bit safer. But little by little, we continue to take new steps on the transportation safety journey. Transportation is safer today than it was in the past. The 2016 Most Wanted List is our roadmap to making transportation even safer this coming year.The List includes many issues that appeared in previous years, because these issues still need more work. 



Distraction is a growing and life-
threatening problem in all modes of 
transportation. To reduce crashes and 
accidents and the resulting injuries and 
deaths, drivers and other operators 
must completely disconnect from an 
increasing variety of deadly 
distractions. 



The operation of complex 
machines requires the full 
cognitive and physical capabilities 
of the operators, maintenance 
personnel, and other individuals 
performing safety-critical 
functions. 



The risks to public safety from 
operator fatigue are considerable. 
Combating fatigue requires a 
comprehensive approach focused on 
research,  education and training,  
technologies, treatment of sleep 
disorders, hours-of-service 
regulations, and on- and off-duty 
scheduling policies and practices. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Human fatigue is a serious issue affecting the safety of the traveling public in all modes of transportation.  Nearly 20 percent of the 182 major NTSB investigations completed between January 1, 2001, and December 31, 2012, identified fatigue as a probable cause, contributing factor, or a finding.Human fatigue is both symptom of poor sleep and health management, and an enabler of other impairments, such as poor judgment and decision making, slowed reaction times, and loss of situational awareness and control.Fatigue degrades a person’s ability to stay awake, alert, and attentive to the demands of controlling their vehicle safely.Fatigue actually impairs our ability to judge just how fatigued we really are.



Proper use of occupant restraints is 
critical to surviving a crash. For 
vehicles in all modes of 
transportation, a key element to 
occupant protection is preserving 
survivable space and ensuring 
ease of evacuation.  



Poor rail oversight has led to 
preventable rail accidents and 
deaths. Rail management and rail 
regulators must work to find solutions 
to address critical rail management 
safety issues; this means a new 
oversight authority and structure.  



New laws and rules concerning PTC 
and rail tank car design can protect 
the public from some of the worst rail 
accidents. But the railroads, which 
have a history of missing 
implementation deadlines, can’t miss 
the next deadlines or even more 
people will die needlessly on or near 
our railroads.  



Recorders can tell us why and how 
accidents happened. With this critical 
information, we can develop ways to 
prevent such accidents from happening 
again.  



Manufacturers can equip vehicles 
with the ability to sense an 
impending collision, warn the driver, 
and, if necessary, apply the brakes. 
This technology should be standard 
equipment, and regulators should 
make consumers aware of its 
benefits.  
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